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Conservation Report Form

	Report #
	2023.001

	Conservator
	Mitchel Gundrum

	Date
	14 February 2023

	Call Number
	(photo) UT.9 5.25 (no.5)

	Link to Catalog
	https://catalog.bostonathenaeum.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=433832

	Author/Artist
	

	Title
	Carte-de-Visite Photograph Albums - Unidentified Maine Family

	Publication Details
	1860-1870

	Exhibition/Loan
	

	Donor/Fund
	

	Description/
Condition
	DESCRIPTION
19th-century quarto-sized photo album with stiff board leaves and cloth hinge attachment. 

Full brown goatskin with embossed designs over beveled-edge fiber boards. Two decorative cast brass hinge and pin-style clasps.Textblock rounded but not backed. Built-in hollow structure. Evidence of blue and white machine-made stuck-on endbands. 

Floral gold-tooling along board squares. Surface-coated white endsheet folia with printed gold star grid pattern. Leaves consist of laminated layers of board and decorative paper photograph frames; bottom edges of leaves are unadhered to allow photo placement. Leaves are attached to each other with cloth hinges; full textblock has an additional transverse mull lining. Textblock is gilt on all edges. 

CONDITION
Both boards detached. Pressure-sensitive cloth tape covering spine and joint areas, partly desiccated and peeling with white adhesive residue left on the face of both boards. Grain layer of spine leather appears to be completely faced by tape; cracks and splits to spine leather visible from lining side. Textblock spine exposed, showing worn mull layer, fragment of stuck-on endband at tail. Expected wear to board edges and corners not affecting structural integrity. 

Back endleaf torn free from textblock; closed tears to several photo frame layers, at least one instance of previous mend with pressure sensitive tape. Ink inscriptions on photo frames scratched out throughout textblock. Overall leaf attachment stable. 

	Proposed Treatment
	1. Complete written and photographic documentation before and after treatment.
2. Surface clean binding and textblock with soot/vulcanized rubber sponges; reduce desiccated adhesive residue mechanically
3. Remove boards; separate spine leather
4. Consolidate board leather with Klucel G
5. Remove and temporarily re-house images in preparation for treatment of leaves.
a. Consult with curator/cataloger about permanently re-housing photos from over-filled pages in sleeves retained with the book, as was done with the Hayden albums.
6. Humidify, flatten, and mend paper photo frames with lightweight asian tissues and wheat starch paste
7. Re-insert removed photos.
8. Clean textblock spine with MC poultice; line textblock with medium-heavy weight asian tissue transverse lining
9. Reattach original boards with transverse tissue lining and wheat starch paste
10. Complete leather reback to replace compromised original spine leather

	Treatment
	1. Written and photographic documentation were completed before and after treatment.
2. Pressure-sensitive adhesive tape had completely desiccated and was peeled up from the leather spine piece without additional damage beyond the earlier lifting of the grain layer
3. Leather spine piece was detached, mended with asian tissue and wheat starch paste, and encapsulated in a sonically-welded mylar sleeve to be stored with the book in its existing talas box
4. Original machine-made endband fragment was flattened and encapsulated in a sonically-welded mylar sleeve to be stored with the book in the existing talas box
5. Boards and textblock were lightly cleaned with makeup sponges
6. Boards were removed, consolidated with 2% Klucel G; pastedowns and covering leather were lifted along spine edge
7. Textblock spine was cleaned mechanically and with a 4% methyl cellulose poultice
8. Loose decorative flyleaf was mended with tengucho weight asian tissue and hinged to the textblock with hanji 1202-3 (Talas 2017) and wheat starch paste
9. Textblock spine was relined with an extended transverse lining of  hanji 1602 (Talas 2017) applied with wheat starch paste
10. Protective furniture caps were made with sonically-welded mylar tabs 
11. Tears to content leaves were mended with wheat starch paste
12. Boards were reattached with extended tissue lining and wheat starch paste.
13. Additional transverse layer of acrylic-toned asian tissue (hanji 1602) was adhered with wheat starch paste to further line spine, enhance board attachment, and render an aesthetically contiguous spine area for exhibition.
14. Spine covering tissue was polished with SC6000
15. Inner hinges were reinforced with tengucho-weight asian tissue and wheat starch paste

	Enclosure/Mat
	[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Re-house in existing Talas clamshell with built-in foam shoe. Consider additional folder/four-flap for removed photographs, to be retained with original binding.

	Time
	7.25 hours

	Discussion
	It was determined that the photos could be safely removed one at a time during treatment of album leaves—no additional cataloging or organizational workflow was deemed necessary. Photos and tintypes were handled with nitrile gloves and replaced after treatment of successive album leaves. 

The original spine leather was deemed too degraded to be re-adhered to the spine of the book. Furthermore, the swollen nature of this and other albums from the collection as a result of over-filling meant the spine areas were wider at the tail of the book than at the head, altering the movement of the spine and joints. After discussion with the senior conservator and curators it was decided that an acrylic-toned asian tissue spine lining would best balance the resource constraints and intended use of these bindings by facilitating safe use, visual contiguity with the original boards, and the option to display the encapsulated leather spines during exhibition without threatening further damage. 

	Before Treatment
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	After Treatment
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